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Norm Golden likes to say that his humor comes from letting PSR
out his "inner curmudgeon." But on this afternoon, it looks OFFICIAL

more like the 64-year-old actor is channeling Gypsy Rose l " PAYMENTS
Lee. www.OfficialPayments.com

Golden, a former Long Islander who now makes Manhattan The Last Thing You

his home, is best known for a Citicard commercial, playing a Want To Tell The IRS Is

man who goes to Norway with his son to discover his roots, “ ~ : q»

only to learn he's actually Swedish. The Check Is In The Mail

But right now he's playing himself, a baby boomer adjusting m
to Act Two life, for a comedy Web site he created for \._\\-
viewers 50 and older, combining his acting and aging VISA ::_: L oiscover e

experiences with new technology.

Director Jason Sokoloff, 35, of Manhattan, and Michael Rossetti, 25, of Brooklyn, director of photography,
are behind the camera.

SCENE ONE
In the living room of an Upper West Side apartment, a digital camera rolls and is focused on Golden, who is
recounting a recent audition where a casting director asked him to perform a striptease to the Beatles' "Ob-

la-di, Ob-la-da."

Jon Freda, 58, Golden's buddy and neighbor, acts aghast. "Who wants to see you strip?" Freda shouts from
the sofa.

"I do!" chimes in Joan Susswein Barber (Golden's life partner and the third member of the comedy trio).

Quickly, their dialogue - partially scripted, partially improvised - switches to a discussion of dinner
reservations at a Cajun restaurant.
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FADE OUT

And so goes the shooting of the ninth "Webisode" of "50 to Death," a Web-only comedy series that has
been compared (in online reviews) to anything from the old "Bob Newhart Show" to a Woody Allen movie.

The vignettes focus on what they've found humorous in growing older - about how aging men react around
younger women, about the lengths they go to to date them and the measures they take to revisit their youth.
In a casting coup, Twisted Sister guitarist Jay Jay French, who lives in the same building as the actors, did a
cameo in one Webisode.

The low-budget segments are recorded on high-definition digital equipment. They are edited professionally,
then uploaded to the Web site S0todeath.com. One five-minute Webisode is completed each month or so.

Golden says the show's sense of comic irony comes from his and Barber's background as Long Islanders.

"You must be removed so you can laugh at the everyday life of the city," Golden explains. "I moved to
Long Island [from the Bronx] when I was 9 and lived there until I was 55."

He graduated from Hicksville High School in 1962, and attended Stony Brook University the year the
campus opened. "I was there for the first drug bust," cracks Golden, who earned a bachelor of arts degree in
theater.

He taught theater at Hauppauge High School and ran its theater program from 1971 to 1999. From 1991 to
1995, he also chaired the theater program at Usdan Center for the Creative and Performing Arts in Wheatley
Heights, directed shows at Bayport-Bluepoint High School in Bayport, and ran his own acting school from
1996 to 1999.

During those years, Golden had leads in BroadHollow Theatre shows, including a fondly remembered
production of Neil Simon's "Plaza Suite," in which he played three characters.

"He was fun to be with and easy to work with," said director Marian Waller of Copiague.

In 2000, Golden, who is divorced with two sons, met Barber, who is also divorced, and moved in with her
that summer. She said she fell in love with Golden, in part, because,"Norm is a storyteller."

A veteran New York theater actress, Barber was featured in "Big: The Musical." She played Aldonza in the
1978 Broadway revival of "Man of La Mancha" with Richard Kiley and the 1992 revival of the same
musical with Raul Julia.

Barber, 58, grew up in Great Neck and graduated from Great Neck North High School. "I was a theater
geek," she recalls, "the only person who took lessons from an opera singer." She maintains Long Island ties

and recently attended her 40th class reunion. Her mother, Lee Susswein, 85, still lives in Great Neck.

The series idea sprang from an acting audition at which Golden felt typecast because of his age. He doesn't
consider himself old, he said, but the perception is, "Once you reach a certain age, you're old."
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Golden, who is occasionally recognized on the street as "The Norway Guy," sees his Web site as an
opportunity to build on his minor celebrity status garnered from the commercial. "We wanted a Web site
that no one's seen before," he said.

The stories celebrate "the plight of all of us 50-plus somethings who far too often are lumped into one big
'old people' category," Golden recently explained on his blog.

For Freda, who grew up in Douglaston, near the Nassau County border, the show represents "a shot at being
a working actor." He lived and worked as a repertory actor in Orlando, Fla., for more than 25 years, until a
divorce in 2006.

Freda, who plays himself on the Webisodes, met Barber two years ago, when they were cast in an Off-
Broadway show. He finds the Long Island obsessions of his two friends amusing.

"They have to get out of the city and do their drives to Costco," Freda jokes. As fellow actors, he adds, they
stand out from thespians in the aggressive Manhattan scene. "They are a little laid back," he says. "I think

some of that has to do with their Long Island flavor."

Although most Webisodes have dealt with life in the Big Apple, an L.1. episode is practically inevitable,
Golden says.

"It's something we are exploring - the difference between Joan growing up in Great Neck and me growing
up in Hicksville. Joan says, 'We were among the poorer people in Great Neck,' and I always laugh at that."

He sees the Web site and series as a kind of new frontier for actors old enough to remember the early days
of television and how that affected their profession.

While the "getting-older" humor in the Webisodes may not be that new, Golden believes the way it's being
presented is cutting edge. "What's happening on the Web is like the wild, wild West," he said, "and equal to

the transition from radio to television."
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